Ronald E. Hatcher
Science on Saturday Lecture Series
09 January 2016

"Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers,
Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the Modern
Universe."

Dr. Alan Hirshfeld
Professor of Physics

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Dartmouth, MA

ABSTRACT:

During the late 1800s, a cadre of amateur and professional astronomers
turned away from astronomy’s tradition-bound study of -celestial
navigation and making of star charts. Instead, they brought two
promising new technologies — the camera and the spectroscope — into
the observatory, imaging never-before-seen cosmic landscapes and
revealing the physical nature of stars, nebulae, and the universe.
Through their innovative work, these long-ago “Starlight Detectives”
helped transform astronomy into the powerful engine of discovery that it
is today.
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