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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR RESOLVING 
GAMMA-RAY SPECTRA 

PRIORITY INFORMATION 

This application is a continuation of US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 11/743,421 now US. Pat. No. 7,711,661, ?led 
May 2, 2007 , entitled “System and Method for Resolving 
Gamma Ray Spectra”, and further claims the bene?t of US. 
patent application Ser. No. 11/017,215, entitled “Radionu 
clide Detector and Software For Controlling Same”; and fur 
ther claims the bene?t of US. Provisional Application Ser. 
No. 60/796,976, entitled “Algorithms for Resolving Gamma 
Ray Spectra”, ?led May 2, 2006, the disclosures of Which are 
incorporated herein as if set forth in their entireties. 

GOVERNMENT INTERESTS 

The inventions described herein have been developed for, 
pursuant to, or With the assistance of, the United States gov 
ernment. These inventions may be manufactured, used and 
licensed by or for the United States government for United 
States government purposes. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to the detection and iden 
ti?cation of radionuclides, and, more speci?cally, to a system, 
method and apparatus for the detection and identi?cation of 
radionuclides via spectral analysis. 

BACKGROUND 

A gamma ray is a high-energy electromagnetic emission by 
certain radionuclides When the state of those certain radionu 
clei transitions from a higher to a loWer energy state. Gamma 
rays have high energy and a short Wave length, With energies 
above 1 million eV and Wavelengths less than 0.001 nanom 
eters. All gamma rays emitted from a given isotope have the 
same energy, Which has historically enabled scientists to 
identify Which gamma emitters are present in an unknown 
sample. 
Gamma rays, as Well as protons, alpha particles, beta par 

ticles and x-rays, may cause direct ioniZation in that these 
particles or rays transfer at least a portion of the energy 
thereof upon interaction With matter. This transfer generally 
occurs by imparting energy to electrons of atoms that have 
been interacted With. Generally speaking, these ions may be 
measured by using measuring devices, such as a Geiger 
counter, for example. 

While beta and alpha particles each have mass and charge, 
and are natural products of the decay of, for example, ura 
nium, radium, polonium, and many other elements, gamma 
and x-rays have no mass and no electrical charge. Each is thus 
pure electromagnetic energy. 

Most gamma and x-rays can easily travel several meters 
through the air and penetrate several centimeters of human 
tissue. Some emissions have enough energy to pass through 
the body, exposing all the organs to radiation. Gamma emit 
ting radionuclides do not have to enter the body to be a haZard, 
as direct external and internal exposure to gamma rays or 
X-rays are of concern. 
A large portion of received gamma radiation largely passes 

through the body Without interacting With tissue, as the body 
is mostly empty space at the atomic level, and gamma rays are 
atomically small in siZe. By contrast, alpha and beta particles 
inside the body lose all their energy by colliding With tissue 
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2 
and causing damage. X-rays may act in a manner similar to 
alpha and beta particles, but With slightly loWer energy. 
Gamma rays do not directly ioniZe atoms in tissue. Instead, 

they transfer energy to atomic particles such as electrons 
(Which are essentially the same as beta particles). These ener 
giZed particles then interact With human tissue to form ions, in 
the same Way radionuclide-emitted alpha and beta particles 
Would. HoWever, because gamma rays have more penetrating 
energy than alpha and beta particles, the indirect ioniZations 
they cause generally occur further aWay from the emission 
source, and consequently, deeper into human tissue. Sources 
of gamma rays typically include radioactive elements such as 
Thulium 170, Iridium 192, Cesium 137, and Cobalt 60, While 
sources of x-rays typically include x-ray tubes Within the 
controlled environment of a medical o?ice. 

While there are many bene?cial uses for radioactive mate 
rials in the ?elds of science and medicine, these materials may 
be highly threatening to society. It goes Without saying, radia 
tion poisoning may be a tactic of terrorist groups and other 
radical factions With the intent to bring harm or even death to 
others. For example, the use of “dirty bombs”, Which add 
radioactive materials to common explosives, has been Well 
documented. Other possibilities, such as the contamination of 
food stocks or Water sources With radioactive materials, have 
also been speculated. 
The US. government does not take these sorts of potential 

threats lightly. For example, risk priority matrices set forth by 
the US. government include Cs 137 and Co 60, because of the 
large quantities of these isotopes that exist and, in the case of 
Cs 137, the ease ofdispersal. Sr 90, Pu 238, Am 241 and Ir 192 
are also included in the matrix of potential threats. In addition, 
spent fuel is generally included in potential threat matrices, 
and needless to say there are very signi?cant quantities of 
spent fuel available. 

Because nuclear devices or threats such as those described 
above may be assembled or deployed at any location, it Would 
be advantageous for authorities to have the capability of sens 
ing radionuclides at Widely dispersed locations. By Way of 
nonlimiting examples, such locations may include automo 
tive highWays, bridges, airports, train stations, municipal 
mass transit systems, governmental buildings, freight han 
dling facilities, and the like. Automating the screening or 
sensing at such sites may enable the screening at those sites to 
be free of human intervention When no radionuclides are 
detected, and yet may readily enable the alerting of appropri 
ate authorities upon a positive detection and/or identi?cation 
of a speci?c radionuclide deemed to be a threat. 

To date, there are several types of decectors, each having 
varying degrees of resolution and performance. For example, 
the differences in performance characteristics of sodium 
iodide (NaI) versus Germanium for gamma ray spectroscopy 
have been Well characteriZed. HoWever, the increased resolu 
tion of germanium detectors, obvious upon visual inspection 
of the spectra, can be illusive When evaluating the advantages 
for systems that might automatically identify radionuclides 
Within spectra. Many gamma spectroscopy based sensors 
have and Will be deployed as standalone, automated surveil 
lance/detection systems, a reality that places the performance 
and reliability of automatic radionuclide identi?cation sys 
tems at central and increasing importance. 

Traditional automated, peak-?tting algorithms for identi 
fying radionuclides in gamma-ray spectra may Work in a very 
similar manner to that of the human eye in determining spe 
ci?c radionuclides. When employing these conventional 
tools, nuclear spectroscopy data derived from scintillators 
may often prove to be indeterminate as to the identi?cation of 
originating specie. The problem of identifying embedded 
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spectra, While dif?cult for the unaided eye and corollary 
conventional algorithms, is subject to acceptable resolution 
When it is addressed With more sophisticated algorithm based 
systems. 

Thus, there remains a need for automated systems and 
methods to detect and identify any of a Wide range of radio 
nuclides from complex or “noisy” spectral data in a cost 
effective manner. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A system for identifying radionuclide emissions is 
described. The system includes at least one processor for 
processing output signals from a radionuclide detecting 
device, at least one training algorithm run by the at least one 
processor for analyZing data derived from at least one set of 
knoWn sample data from the output signals, at least one clas 
si?cation algorithm derived from the training algorithm for 
classifying unknoWn sample data, Wherein the at least one 
training algorithm analyZes the at least one sample data set to 
derive at least one rule used by said classi?cation algorithm 
for identifying at least one radionuclide emission detected by 
the detecting device. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Understanding of the present invention Will be facilitated 
by consideration of the folloWing detailed description of the 
embodiments of the present invention taken in conjunction 
With the accompanying draWings, in Which like numerals 
refer to like parts and in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of the system according 
to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of a neutron detector 
according to the present invention; 

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an x-ray detector 
according to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of a gamma ray detector 
according to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 5A illustrates a set of sample data as may be detected 
by the gamma ray channel according to an aspect of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5B illustrates a set of sample data as may be detected 
by the gamma ray channel according to an aspect of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5C illustrates a set of sample data as may be detected 
by the gamma ray channel according to an aspect of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a con?guration according to an aspect of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 7 illustrates a neural networking con?guration of the 
softWare according to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 shoWs a screen shot of the main system screen 
according to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 9 shoWs a screen shot of the alert for Csl37 according 
to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 shoWs a screen shot of the alert for Am24l accord 
ing to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 11 shows a screen shot of the alert for C060 according 
to an aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 12 illustrates a housing according to an aspect of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a How diagram of a method of detecting radio 
nuclides according to an aspect of the present invention. 

FIG. 14 is a graph of generated test spectra for Ba-l33; 
FIG. 15 is a graph of generated test spectra for I-l3l; 
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4 
FIG. 16 is a graph of generated test spectra for Ba-l33 and 

I- l 31 ; 
FIG. 17 is a graph of generated test spectra for Pu-238; 
FIG. 18 is another graph of generated test spectra for I-l3 l ; 
FIG. 19 is a graph of generated test spectra for Pu-238 

embedded in I-l3 l; and 
FIG. 20 is a graph of generated test spectra for Pu-238 

embedded in I-l3l and Ba-l33. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

It is to be understood that the ?gures and descriptions of the 
present invention have been simpli?ed to illustrate elements 
that are relevant for a clear understanding of the present 
invention, While eliminating, for the purpose of clarity, many 
other elements found in typical detection components and 
methods of manufacturing and using the same. Those of 
ordinary skill in the art Will recogniZe that other elements 
and/or steps are desirable and/or required in implementing 
the present invention. HoWever, because such elements and 
steps are Well knoWn in the art, and because they do not 
facilitate a better understanding of the present invention, a 
discussion of such elements and steps is not provided herein. 
The disclosure herein is directed to all such variations and 
modi?cations to such elements and methods knoWn to those 
skilled in the art. 
The present invention is directed to a system and method 

for identifying radionuclides from spectra data in radionu 
clide detectors. The invention may include a device and sys 
tem suitable for recogniZing unique radiant energy emission 
levels or patterns for a radionuclide, for one or more selected 
from a selected set of radionuclides, or for an unknoWn 
sample. According to an aspect of the present invention, the 
device and system may alloW for detection of radionuclides 
having minimal and trace emission levels. According to an 
aspect of the present invention, the invention may include 
communicating not only the presence, but also the identity, of 
a radionuclide in a sample volume to appropriate personnel at 
a local or remote location. The invention may include a plu 
rality of methods for accomplishing these detections, identi 
?cations, and communications of the device and system, as 
further described beloW. 
The present invention may detect trace, as Well as high 

level, emissions, at loW to very high rates or frequencies. This 
may alloW the device to be installed in virtually any location, 
especially those locations or facilities Where there is a high 
volume of public tra?ic, Which tra?ic may be traveling at 
virtually any rate of speed, or any other locations at or through 
Which there may be a heightened likelihood of the transport of 
hidden radionuclides. By Way of nonlimiting example, these 
locations may include highWays, train stations, airports, ship 
yards, metropolitan mass transit systems, governmental and 
commercial buildings, truck terminals, railroad freight han 
dling facilities, and the like. 
The present invention may include an alerting function or 

similar noti?cation of a positive detection of a suspect radio 
nuclide, and an identi?cation of a suspect radionuclide. The 
suspect radionuclide to be detected may be from a predeter 
mined sample. These capabilities permit assessing the pres 
ence of radionuclides from a local or a remote location in real 
time. For example, the present invention may be installed at a 
shipping terminal in such a Way that shipping containers may 
pass directly before, or under, one or more detector modules 
as the containers are of?oaded from a vessel. If no emissions 
are detected, the shipyard tasks carry on Without interruption. 
HoWever, if emissions from a radionuclide are detected, an 
















