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Science-on-Saturday Series Begins
PPPL’s 2008 Science-on-Saturday lecture series kicked off on 

January 12. This year’s nine talks range from computation 
in astrophysics and wound healing to the collective motion in 
animal groups and the science and art of population-based 
health care.

Featured on several January through March Saturdays at 
9:30 a.m. in PPPL’s Auditorium, the talks are geared toward 
high school students, but open to everyone. Students, teachers, 
parents, community members, and PPPL staff are welcome to 
attend any or all of the free lectures. This year’s talks are being 
co-organized by PPPL’s Ronald Hatcher and James Morgan, 
with assistance by PPPL’s Kathleen Lukazik.

Continued on page 2

Passing the Baton The National Compact Stellarator 
Experiment (NCSX) modular 

coil winding crew headed by PPPL’s 
Jim Chrzanowski is handing over 
the first set of electromagnetic coils 
to Mike Viola’s field period assembly 
team. Viola’s group will fit the coils 
together, beginning with two (B-coil 
and A-coil).

NCSX Coil Winding Crew Passes First Coil Set to Assembly Team

Above are the coil teams with Mike Viola (far left) and Jim Chrzanowski (shaking 
hands with Viola).  

NCSX will include six sets of 
the electromagnets, each comprised 
of three types of coils. These 18 
modular coils will be completed by 
early summer 2008, with field period 
assembly scheduled to be done in 
early 2010. l

At top is the initial fit-up of a B-coil 
on an A-coil.

The series is marking its twenty-fourth consecutive year 
with an exciting collaboration with the Liberty Science Center 
(LSC), which will offer four of the talks broadcast live from its 
Interactive Theater in the Jennifer A. Chalsty Center for Science 
Learning and Teaching. LSC audience members will view the 
speaker and slides in real time on a 9-by-12 foot screen, and can 
participate in the question-and-answer session at the end. In 
addition to January 12, LSC will feature the talks on February 
2 and 9, and March 1 (LSC dates are noted with asterisks in 
the schedule.)

PPPL Science Education Head Andrew Zwicker said, 
“This is an exciting new component to our lecture series 



KSTAR Construction Milestone Marked

and we are fortunate to be able to collaborate with such an 
outstanding science center. Each year we have larger and 
larger audiences and this partnership with the Liberty Science 
Center will allow students in northern New Jersey to fully 
participate in a truly outstanding series of lectures.”

Nancy Butnick, Ph.D., Director of Online Education at 
Liberty Science Center, added, “We are pleased to collaborate 
with PPPL to simulcast this esteemed program from our state-
of-art Interactive Theater in the all-new Liberty Science Center 
and showcase these valuable educational endeavors to new 
audiences.” l

The world fusion community marked the end of the 
construction phase of the Korean Superconducting 

Tokamak Advanced Research (KSTAR) Project in a ceremony 
in Daejeon, Republic of Korea, on September 14. Emphasis 
now shifts to preparations of the device for first plasma, 
scheduled for August 2008. The main objective of KSTAR is 
to demonstrate steady-state operation of a high performance 
advanced tokamak device. KSTAR is expected to operate 
through 2025.

The construction milestone ceremony, attended by 
Republic of Korea President Roh Moo-hyun, ITER Director 
General Kaname Ikeda, and other dignitaries, followed a two-
day workshop on the status of the U.S. KSTAR team’s efforts. 
Under the U.S.-Korea bilateral agreement, collaboration 
programs have been carried out with joint funding, including 
the Electron Cyclotron Heating launcher, innovative shutter 
system, diagnostic cassette design, and control system 
development. PPPL physicist Hyeon Park (recently retired) 
represented the Laboratory at the workshop and ceremony. l

Above are U.S. participants in front of KSTAR and below are 
President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic of Korea (third from 
right), ITER Director General Kaname Ikeda (second from 
right) and other dignitaries unveiling the completed KSTAR 
device.

Science on Saturday
Continued from page 1
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Remaining 2008 Science-on-Saturday Schedule

JaNuary 19 
“From Accreting Black Holes to Merging Galaxies: 
Computation in Astrophysics”
Professor Jim Stone, Associate Chair
Dept. of Astrophysical Sciences, Princeton University
JaNuary 26
“Scrapes, Scabs, and Scars — a Wound Healing Saga”
Professor Jean Schwarzbauer 
Dept. of Molecular Biology, Princeton University
February 2* 
“Symmetry: From Human Perception
to the Laws of Nature”
Dr. Mario Livio, Senior Astrophysicist
Space Telescope Science Institute
February 9* 
“Collective Motion and Decision-making
in Animal Groups”
Professor Iain D. Couzin, Department of Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology, Princeton University
February 16 
“From Satellite Remote Sensing of the Earth 
to Non-Invasive Diagnostics of Skin Cancer”
Professor Knut Stamnes, Department of Physics and 
Engineering Physics, Stevens Institute of Technology
March 1* 
“Getting Behavior Out of Fossils”
Professor Alan Walker, Evan Pugh Professor 
of Anthropology and Biology, Penn State University
March 8
“Spreading Rumors on Facebook”
Professor Bernard Brooks, School of Mathematical 
Sciences, Rochester Institute of Technology
March 15 
“The Science and Art of Population-Based 
Healthcare”
Joan T. Beckwith, M.D., Fellow 
American College of Physicians, Temple University 
Hospital and School of Medicine, Philadelphia
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Volumes 1 through 28 of the PPPL 
Hotline, covering December 1979 

to September 2007, have been digitized. 
DVDs and hard copies of the files were 
submitted to Princeton University’s 
Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library for 
archival. Also submitted were digitized 
historical photos of PPPL operations and 
events, covering the years 1958 through 
1999. Kate Meighan (left) completed the 
project under the direction of Information 
Services Head Tony DeMeo (right). l

Tom Gibney’s family has recently 
issued a CD of the recordings he 

made the year before he died. Gibney, a 
computer programmer who worked at 
PPPL for 22 years, died in 2005.  Most 
of the songs are solo, almost all are 
traditional (American, British or Irish) 
and some are accompanied by Tom’s 
fiddle, guitar or banjo playing. Anyone 
who would like to have a copy of the 
CD should contact Phyllis Roney at 
proney@pppl.gov. l

Gibney CD Available

Calling All Science Bowl 
Volunteers

Publications and Photos 
Digitized

United Way Campaign Succeeds

PPPL’ers contributed a total of 
$35,984 to the 2007 United Way 

Campaign — making it a huge success. 
“We raised money to help others better 
their lives,” said Campaign Chairper-
son Rose Fuchs. “Congratulations to 
PPPL!”

Above are PPPL United Way Cam-
paign Committee members with Unit-
ed Way and Princeton University repre-
sentatives and guest speakers following 
the Lab’s annual United Way meeting 
for staff in December. From left are 
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PPPL’s Sonja Patterson, United Way’s 
Rod Robertson, PPPL’s Virginia Finley, 
Joanne Bianco, Rose Fuchs (Chair), 
Princeton University’s Claire Jacobs 
Elson, PPPL’s Sue Murphy-LaMarche 
and Jennifer Jones, Boys & Girls Club 
of Trenton Executive Director David 
E. Anderson, PPPL’s Patti Wieser and 
John Bennevich, and Enable, Inc. Execu-
tive Director Sharon Copeland. Robert-
son, Anderson and Copeland were the 
guest speakers. Not pictured are Tom 
McGeachen and Sara Flohr. l

Science Bowl volunteers are needed for 
the New Jersey Regional High School 

and Middle School Competitions of the 
National Science Bowl® on Saturday, 
February 23, and Saturday, April 12. 
Both competitions — the high school 
level in February and the middle school 
in April — will be held at PPPL. If you 
are interested in serving as a judge, 
timekeeper, moderator, or scorekeeper, 
please e-mail James Morgan at jmorgan@
pppl.gov. No experience necessary. l



... And a Good Time Was Had by All
PPPL Celebrates the Holidays at December 21 Party 

Al von Halle (left) and Mike Kalish perform in the 
Holiday skit following the luncheon.

From left, Bill Slavin, PPPL Director Rob 
Goldston, and Michael Gonzalez sing the 
final verse with the audience at the skit.

Virginia Finley (left) and Kenny 
Silber enjoy the camaraderie at the 
PPPL Holiday Party. Skit performer Irving Zatz (right) 

congratulates star Ray Camp (left) on 
being proclaimed the “biggest ham.”

Revelers enjoy food and conversation at the festivities. From left are 
Tom Carroll, Bob Reed, Carl and Lena Scimeca, Steve Baumgartner, 
and Jim Hirsch.

From left are partygoers John Jenner with Tom 
Levis and his daughter, Mackenzie. 

Heading through the food line are, from left, Steve Raftopoulos, 
Michael Gonzalez, Jean Wernock, Tiana Dodson, and Andrea Moten.
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